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No. PCB/HO/CIRCULAR/51/2019 Date: 25/02/2020
CIRCULAR

Sub: - Utilization of Treated Effluent in Irrigation - reg.
Ref: - 1) CPCB guidelines on utilization of treated effluent in irrigation published
in September 2019. (Copy enclosed)
2) Hon’ble NGT Order dated 26/09/2019 in O.A No 348/2017.

In compliance to the directions issued by Hon’ble NGT in O.A No. 348/2017
dated 26/09/2019, Central Pollution Control Board has laid down the guidelines for
Utilization of Treated effluent in Trrigation. As per the CPCB guidelines “Zero Liquid
Discharge (Z1.D) implies that the industries are not discharging any effluent either on the
land or in the water body or at any other place, i.e recycling the same in the process
entirely without releasing any effluent. Adopting ZL.D practices may not be feasible in
many cases in view of techno-economical reasons”. It is stated that recycling and reuse
of waste water shall be encouraged as far as practicable. It is suggested that treated waste
water of an industry may also be utilized for irrigation.

Hon’ble NGT has directed that condition for utilization of treated effluent for
irrigation shall be included in the consent. Therefore it shall be included in the Integrated
Consent to Establish (ICE)} of such units as a condition that

“CPCB guidelines for Utilization of treated effluent in Irrigation
published in September 2019 shall be followed”.

The prescribed standards of treated effluent for irrigation as per Environment
(Protection) Rules, 1986 shall also be mentioned in the consent. The effluent should also
conform to a

Total Dissolved Solids — 2100 mg/1,

Sodium Adsorption Ratio (SAR) — preferably less than 18 but not
more than 26 depending on soil/ crop type, besides meeting any
other parameters suggested by Agricultural Scientist or Agricultural
University/Institute in the Irrigation Management plan.

The industry should also engage an Agricultural Scientist or tie up with an
Agricultural University or Institute for advice on the utilization or the rate of application
of the effluent for irrigation in the agro-climatic conditions. The industry should prepate a



comprehensive Irrigation Management Plan in consultation with the Agricultural
Scientist or Agriculture University/Institute and submit to Pollution Control Board which
should be verified while issuing consent to the industry.

Action shall be taken by the District Office/Regional Office/Concerned section of
Head Office to implement the same.

The circular will come into effect from the date of the circular.

Sd/-
CHAIRMAN

To

1. The Chief Environmental Engineer,
Regional Office, Trivandrum/Ernakulam/Kozhikode.

2. The Senior Environmental Engineer,
Regional Office, Ernakulam.

3. The Environmental Engineer, District Office,
Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam, Pathanamthitta, Alapuzha, Idukki, Kottayam,
Ernakulam-1, Ernakulam-2, ESC - Eloor, Thrissur, Palakkad, Malappuram,
Kozhikode, Kannur, Wayanad, Kasargod.

Copy to:-
1) All Technical Staff in HO
2y IT Cell (for uploading in the website)
3) C.A to CHN & MS

CHIEF ENVIRO NTAL ENGINEER
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